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Why Use Census Data? S

Highly
Recognized
and
Reliable

Comparable

Demographic
and
Economic Data

v'Drives Data-Informed Decisions I v'ldentifies Target Population and Community
vInforms Strategic Planning v'Measure Performance
v’ Budget and Allocate Resources v Engagethe Community/Improve Public Trust
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WHAT IS A STATE DATA CENTER (SDC)?

MISSION
v'One of the Census Bureau’s longest
Empower data users and most successful partnerships

with understandable,
accurate and timely
information through v'Coordinated by the Maryland

v'Established by an Executive Order

the mutually beneficial Department of Planning

Pa rtnershi P between v'Organizes a statewide network of
the State Data Centers coordinating and affiliate agencies

and the Census Bureau.

v'Provides access and education on
Census Bureau data and products
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W HAT W E D O... Planning. Maryland.gov

SDC monitors development trends
2020 Census success story

Analyzes social, economic and other characteristics

AN NN

Prepares population, housing, employment, labor force, and school
enrollment projections

AN

Provide the baseline for planning for growth and developmentin
the State

v’ Liaisons between the US Census Bureau and local governments
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Selected Census Geographic Concepts

— Nation

Metropolitan and Urban Areas American Indian/ Zip Code
Micropolitan Areas Regions Alaska Native Areas/ Tabulation
Hawaiian Homelands Areas
States
: School Places . Public Use Alaska Native r
Congressional T Counties Microdata A _ State Legislative
Districts Districts icrodata Areas Regional Areas Districte
PUMAs
County ( )
Subdivision
Census Tracts
\ * 1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)
* 480 to 3,200 housing units
* 600 to 3,000 population Block Groups
* 240 to 1,200 housing units
* Smallest ACS Geography
Census Blocks are not defined by population
Blocks and are the smallest geographic level at which
data are ever released (Decennial Census, not
the ACS)
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LET’S TAKE A TOUR...
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CONTACT Us

Alfred Sundara Stacie Cochran-McNeal
Manager Data Dissemination Specialist
Maryland State Data Center U.S. Census Bureau
alfred.sundara@maryland.gov Stacie.Cochran.Mcnheal@census.gov
(410) 767-4002 240-890-1875

We Can...

v’ Provide customized trainings and presentations focused on:
v’ Maryland State Data Center Dashboard

v’ Data-Informed Decision Making with Census Data

v’ Census Tools

v’ Assist with data inquiries and data analysis
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